
Section 1 & 2

Origins of the Cold War



WWII Aftermath

 Gains by African Americans leads to beginning 

of .

 Soldiers from war receive GI Bill to help them 

buy homes, start businesses, and attend 

.

 The Soviet Union makes their own atomic 

bomb and both sides begin to live in .

Civil Rights Movement

College

Fear



The Cold War

 Period of conflict, tension, and competition 

between the U.S. & Russia (USSR) from 1945 –

1991.

 “Cold” because the Soviet Union and the United 

States never actually engaged in battle (Arms 

Race, Space Race…)

 Series of HOTSPOTS during the 45 year period.



U.S. vs. U.S.S.R.



U.S. Aims versus Soviet Union 

Aims 
 US Wanted to…

 Create a world 

based on self-

determination 

(democracy)

 Rebuild European 

governments

 Reunite Germany

 Soviets wanted to…

 Encourage 

communism in other 

countries

 Control Eastern 

Europe to balance 

Western influence

 Keep Germany 

divided and weak



Yalta Conf Potsdam Conf
 Feb, 1945 -FDR, 

Churchill, Stalin 

meet in Yalta

 Form United 

Nations

 Free-elections in 

war-torn Europe

 Split Germany into 

4 zones   

 U.S., Great Britain, 

French, U.S.S.R

 Aug, 1945- Truman 

meets with Stalin

 Truman mentions 

successful attempt 

at atomic bomb

 Differences emerge 

(Stalin rejects free 

elections in his 

zone)



United Nations
 Peacekeeping world 

organization.

 Can use force

 General Assembly

 Originally 50 members

 Now 192 members

 Security Counsel

 5 members

 Put more money in for 

their greater role

 US, UK, France, China, & 

Russia



Satellite Nations

 Communist nations 

dominated & 

controlled by the 

Soviet Union.

 “puppets”



Containment
 U.S. commitment of stopping the spread 

of communism anywhere in the world.

 Policy was used for the next 50 years. 



The Truman Doctrine

 "the policy of the United States to support 

free peoples who are resisting attempted 

subjugation by armed minorities or by 

outside pressures.” 

 Truman promised to help any nation in 

its fight against communist rebels or 

outside invaders.

 Specifically higher risk countries (Greece 

and Turkey) 



The Marshall Plan

 Loaned money to 

any European 

country to help 

stabilize their 

economy. 

 Used to protect 

European countries 

from communism 

influence. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e6/George_Catlett_Marshall%2C_general_of_the_US_army.jpg


The Iron Curtain



The Iron Curtain





The Shipping Miracle: The Berlin Airlift

 Early Cold War Crisis

 Response to the Berlin Blockade

 “Impossible” feat of delivering 5,000 tons 

of cargo to West Berlin.

 planes  landed 24 hours a day for 11 

months

 The Hero: General Lucius Clay

 The Father of the Berlin Airlift

 Held the city in defiance to the Soviets.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Lucius-d-clay-80-87.jpg


The Berlin Airlift



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/67/BerlinerBlockadeLuftwege.png


 646 tons of flour and wheat, 

 125 tons of cereal, 

 64 tons of fat, 

 109 tons of meat and fish, 

 180 tons of dehydrated potatoes, 

 180 tons of sugar, 

 11 tons of coffee, 

 19 tons of powdered milk, 

 5 tons of whole milk for children, 

 3 tons of fresh yeast for baking, 

 144 tons of dehydrated vegetables, 

 38 tons of salt and 

 10 tons of cheese. 

 In total, 1,534 tons were needed daily to keep the over two million 

people alive

 3,475 tons of coal and gasoline



NATO

 North Atlantic Treaty Organization

 1st U.S. military alliance during 

peacetime. (America’s 1st peace 

commitment in Europe)

 Response was the Warsaw Pact with 

Soviet Union

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/37/Flag_of_NATO.svg


FRICITION BEHIND THE IRON 

CURTAIN

 Americans loudly condemned Soviet 

acts of force but never intervened 

behind “curtain” 

 1956—S.U. suppressed an anti-

communist revolution in Hungary

 1961—erected the Berlin Wall in 1961 to 

keep East Germans from escaping West

 1968 overthrew a Czech reform 

government 




