
Kennedy and the Cold War

John Kennedy meeting with Nikita Khrushchev in Vienna, June, 1961

During the Kennedy 
Administration, ongoing 
tensions with the Soviet 
Union led to crises over 
Cuba and West Berlin. 
To contain communism 
and stay ahead of the 
Soviet Union in 
technology, 
President Kennedy 
created aid programs 
for developing nations 
and expanded
the space program.



Crisis Over Cuba
The first test of Kennedy’s
foreign policy came in Cuba,
just 90 miles off the coast of
Florida. Revolutionary leader,
Fidel Castro, openly declared
himself a communist and 
welcomed aid from the 
Soviet Union.



The Bay of Pigs
On the nights of April 17,1961,
some 1500 Cuban exiles 
supported by the U.S. military
landed on the island’s 
southern coast at Baja de
Cochinos, the Bay of Pigs. The 
CIA and the exiles hoped it
would trigger a mass uprising
that would overthrow Castro.
It didn’t! Cuban forces, backed
by Soviet tanks and jet aircraft,
easily repelled the exile invasion.
Some of the exiles were killed,
others imprisoned.



Cuban Missile Crisis
In October, 1962, 
photographs taken
by American planes
revealed Soviet 
missile bases in 
Cuba-and some
contained missiles
ready to launch.
They could reach
U.S. cities in 
minutes.
Kennedy Addresses the 
Nation

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W50RNAbmy3M


On October 22,
Kennedy ordered
a naval blockade
of Cuba to prevent
further deliveries
of Soviet weapons.
He also demanded
that the Soviets
remove the missiles.
Khrushchev promised to
challenge the blockade,
calling it “outright banditry.”



For a few days, nuclear war and massive destruction was a 
distinct possibility for every American. In schools, children
practiced air raid drills, a common occurrence during the Cold
War. People who had built bomb shelters began stocking
them with food and other provisions. Even the president called
his family to the White House where they could be protected in
the presidential nuclear shelter. Do it Yourself Fallout Shelter

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WD0vV9xrC14




PLAY

Cuban Missile Crisis Game



Suddenly, on October 24, many of the Soviet ships stopped short
of the blockade line, turned, and sailed home. “We’re eyeball to
eyeball,” said Secretary of State Dean Rusk, “and I think the 
other fellow just blinked.” On October 28 Khrushchev agreed
to dismantle the missile bases in response to Kennedy’s promise
not to invade Cuba. 



Kennedy and Berlin
One of the high points
of Kennedy’s foreign
travels was a trip he
made to Berlin in 1963
to dramatize America’s
commitment to West
Berlin and West Germany.
In a speech at the Berlin
Wall, Kennedy electrified
an audience of about 150,000
Germans by stating , “Ich bin
ein Berliner” (I am a Berliner),
thus declaring the solidarity of 
all free people with the people
of West Berlin. 
Ich bin ein Berliner Speech

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GK907TwM7q0

