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The Election of 1960

The election of 1960
was the closest since
1884; Kennedy 
defeated Richard
Nixon by fewer than
119,000 votes.
Clip Debate

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0BdMDhtYfg&feature=related


Did You Know?

• He was a decorated naval 

officer in World War II.

• He received the Pulitzer 

Prize for his book, "Profiles 

in Courage."

• He served exactly 1,000 

days in office.

• He was the first president 

born in the 20th century and 

the youngest president ever 

elected.

•He is the only Roman

Catholic president

•He could read 1600       

words a minute.



Kennedy’s Inaugural Address
Kennedy was the youngest person ever to be elected president. His
youth helped provide the theme to his inaugural address:

“Let the word go forth…
That the torch has been
passed to a new 
generation of Americans…
The energy, the faith, the 
devotion which we bring
to this endeavor will light
our country and all who 
serve it…And so, my fellow
Americans-ask not what
your country can do for 
you-ask what you can do
for your country.”
Ask not...speech

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLdA1ikkoEc


The Camelot Years
With JFK’s
youthful glamour
and his talented
advisors, the 
Kennedy White
House reminded
many of a modern-
day Camelot, the
mythical court of
King Arthur.



Kennedy and the New Frontier
Can Government Fix Society?

President John F. Kennedy and
President Lyndon B. Johnson
supported programs intended
to end poverty and racism at 
home and promote democracy
abroad. The War on Poverty
and the Great Society programs
marked the greatest increase in
the federal government’s role
in society since the New Deal.
Kennedy’s aid programs for 
developing nations also marked
a dramatic shift in American
foreign policy towards promoting
economic development abroad.

President Kennedy shakes hands with future President of the United States Bill Clinton



The New Frontier

President Kennedy’s
legislative  program to
provide medical care
for the elderly….

To rebuild blighted
urban areas….



To aid education….

To bolster the national
defense….



To increase 
international aid….

To expand the space 
program.

JFK and Moon Landing

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MqC9BXSpuNM


And to promote civil rights.

To provide volunteer 
assistance to developing
nations in Asia, Africa,
and Latin America.



Warren Court Reforms
Under  Chief Justice Earl Warren,
the Supreme Court issued a number 
of decisions that altered the voting
system, expanded due process, and 
reinterpreted aspects of the First
Amendment.

A sampling of major decisions of the Warren Court
Civil Rights
•Brown v. Board of Education (1954)  Declared segregation in public schools unconstitutional
Due Process
•Mapp v. Ohio (1961)                             Ruled that unlawfully seized evidence cannot be used in a trial
•Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)                Established suspect’s right to court-appointed attorney if 

suspects were unable to afford one
•Escobedo v. Illinois (1964) Affirmed right of the accused to an attorney during police

questioning
•Miranda v. Arizona (1966)                    Required police to inform suspects of their rights during the

arrest process
Freedom of Speech and Religion
•Engel v. Vitale (1962) Banned state-mandated prayer in public schools
•Abington  School District v. Schempp (1963)    Banned state-mandated Bible reading in public schools


