
Dear Parents, 
 

Welcome to 4th grade at Rustic Oak!!    I hope that everyone had a relaxing and 

enjoyable summer and is as excited as I am to start the 4th grade.  We have an 

exciting year ahead of us – it's going to be AWESOME! 

 

While this isn't my first year teaching 4th grade, it is your child's first and only 

year in 4th grade and I want to make sure your child has a positive and successful 

year.  It is my goal to see that your child leaves Rustic Oak: 

 

* prepared for 5th grade 

* with a desire for learning 

* with great memories 

 

Mrs. Guthrie and I will be team teaching.  I will be teaching math, science, and  

social studies (Texas history). Mrs. Guthrie will be teaching reading and language 

arts. Mrs. Guthrie and I both have high expectations (academically and 

behaviorally).  We have confidence that each and every child will meet and/or 

exceed these expectations. 

 

Teamwork is the key to success, and Mrs. Guthrie and I are committed to 

establishing an open line of communication with you and your child.   We strongly 

believe that the parent/teacher/student relationship is an integral part of a 

successful year. Communication on both our parts will benefit your child.   If you 

have any questions, problems, concerns, or comments please feel free to contact 

us.  Our contact information can be found below. 

 

A Meet-The-Teacher night has been scheduled for Thursday, August 31st  from 

7:15-8:00.  I encourage you to attend as we will be going over class details 

 in depth at that time.  Until then, I have attached some information about 

 our classroom routines and expectations.  I have also included a Student 

Information sheet that will give me some insight into your child's life outside of 

school.  This is a voluntary information sheet that can be filled out by a 

parent/guardian.  I would appreciate any information you feel I should know that 

would help your child have a positive, successful year. 

 

Thanks for your support,    phone:  281-482-5400 

        e-mail: avantsj@pearlandisd.org 

                     guthriej@pearlandisd.org 
 Jaclyn Avants         
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PE/Art/Music/Library -- (Specials Rotations) 
My homeroom will have rotation every day from 

2:15-3:00.  This is our rotation schedule: 

  

 

Please make sure your child wears tennis shoes on PE 

days. 

 

Folders 

Your child will have a pencil bag to carry his/her 

supplies and each student will have two “general” 

folders–a red folder and a yellow folder.  

 
Red Folder: This will be his/her “Take Home” folder.  This will be sent home on Tuesdays.  It 

will contain the previous week’s work as well as any information you may need to know.  Please 

take out and keep your child’s work and any notes from school.  There will be a Conduct and 

Work Habits Chart that will need to be signed each week.   The chart will have pink and purple 

marks on it.  If the mark is in purple, then it is a correction from Mrs. Avants.  If the mark is 

in pink, then it is a correction from Mrs. Guthrie.  The same holds true for graded work.  Any 

work that is graded in purple is from Mrs. Avants.  Any work that is graded in pink is from Mrs. 

Guthrie.  

 

Yellow Folder: This will be their “Daily Work Folder”.  This is the folder they will carry with 

them daily.  One side of the folder will be labeled “Incomplete”.  Any work on the incomplete 

side is to be completed by your child for homework.  Work that is on the “Complete” side has 

been completed.  There is no need to take papers out of the folder because the students will 

clean out their folder every Tuesday during class.  

 

Daily Planner 

Students will write down their daily assignments in their agenda.  The students will bring their 

agenda home every night.  You can look at their agenda to see what was done that day in class.  

 

Homework Policy 

Mrs. Guthrie and I both believe that time at home is family time and time to just be a kid.  Due 

to that, we will try to keep homework down to the bare minimum.  Unfortunately with all that 

we have ahead of us, homework is necessary.  Please note that if your child does not have their 

homework one time in one week, their work habits grade on their weekly behavior report in 

their red folder will be an N.  If they do not have their homework two or more times in a one 

week period the work habits grade will be a U.  At the beginning of each 9 week grading period, 

each student will receive one homework pass that he/she may use if they don't have their 

homework for any reason. 

 

Mrs. Guthrie’s Homework for Reading and Writing: The students will have spelling homework 

Monday through Wednesday.  This homework should not take very long to complete.  Students 

usually have some time in class to work on it as well.  They will have a pre-test on Thursday.  If 
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they do not make a 100, then they will need to study the words they missed to prepare for the 

real test on Friday.  The students that make a 100 on the pre-test will get some free choice 

time in class on Friday during the real test.  

 

Students should be reading for at least 20 minutes each night at home.  Please try to build this 

time into their daily schedule.  This is very important to improve and maintain their reading 

skills.   

 

Mrs. Avants’ Homework for Math: Students will be required to work for a combined 25 

minutes on MobyMax Math and Fact Fluency outside of school as well as complete any 

unfinished classwork that they were unable to complete during class time.  

 

Corrections 

If your child should make a failing grade (below 70) then he/she will have the opportunity to 

correct that grade here at school.  The highest a failing grade can be raised to is a 70. 

 

Conference 

If you would like to schedule a conference with us, you may call or e-mail us to set up a time.  

Our conference 2:15-3:00, but we are flexible with scheduling conference before or after 

school as well.  

 

Snacks 

Students will be allowed to bring a nutritious snack.  It is their choice whether they would like 

to eat their snack in the morning or the afternoon. 

 

Transportation 

If your child has a change in the way he/she will be going home, then we need to be notified in 

writing.  Please call the office by 2:00 if your child has a last minute transportation change. 

 

Absences 

If your child has been absent, please send in a note on a full sheet of paper with the date of 

the absence and reason for the absence within 3 days of your child returning to school.  If we 

do not receive the note within 3 days, then your child will receive an unexcused absence.  

(Please see Rustic Oak’s Website for a link to a standardized absent note.) 

 

Again, this is a brief look into our classroom.  I know you 

may have many more questions and we will be able to 

answer those at “Meet-the-Teacher” night on Thursday, 

August 31st from 7:15-8:00 p.m.   Until then, if you have 

any questions, comments, or concerns please contact me.  

Parents and teachers working together is a great recipe 

for a child’s success. 

 

I am looking forward to a marvelous year!! 
  

Jaclyn Avants         


