
 
Massey Ranch Elementary School 

Primary Years Programme 
Inclusive Learning Policy 

 With Student Supports and Interventions 

Massey Ranch Vision Statement:  
Massey Ranch Elementary shall be an internationally minded environment where 
students, teachers, staff, parents, and community collaboratively develop respectful, 
productive, lifelong learners.  
 
Massey Ranch Mission Statement:  
Massey Ranch Elementary shall provide a diverse learning community that provides 
a safe, supportive, and challenging environment for all learners to promote 
academic, social, and personal growth. 
 
Massey Ranch Student Pledge:  
Mavericks have integrity – we work diligently and independently. Our work is our own 
and we give our best every day.  
 
School Special Educational Needs Philosophy:  

Massey Ranch Elementary believes that all students should have the opportunity to 
reach their fullest potential – mentally, physically, emotionally, and socially. Our goal is to meet 
the needs of all students by providing the appropriate support needed for students to be 
successful in the educational setting.  

 
Response to Intervention (RtI)  
Massey Ranch implements an instructional approach, Response to Intervention (RtI) that 
applies the Primary Years Program (PYP) utilizing inclusive teaching techniques, which 
provides all students with the instruction they need for learning success. The goal of RtI is to 
intervene early, when students begin to struggle with learning, to prevent them from falling 
behind and developing learning difficulties. Teachers design the optimal learning experiences 
for all students, including all those who have special educational needs, so that the PYP 
framework is experienced. Differentiated instruction shapes the curriculum and instruction to 
maximize learning potential for all students in different ways.  
Our RtI is a framework for providing high-quality instruction built on these essential components 
with fidelity and in a rigorous manner:  
• High-quality classroom instruction: All students receive high-quality, research-based 
instruction in the classroom.  
• Ongoing student assessment: All students’ progress is monitored frequently to examine 
student achievement and gauge the effectiveness of the curriculum.  
• Tiered instruction: A multi-tiered approach is used to efficiently differentiate instruction for all 
students. The model incorporates increasing intensities of instruction offering specific, research-
based interventions matched to the individual student needs. Our school response to RtI is a 
multi-tiered approach that creates a well-balanced system of support for diverse student 
learners.  
• Parent Involvement: Provide parents information about their child’s progress, the instruction 
and interventions used.  
 
 
 



Child Identification for Special Education  
The philosophy of Pearland ISD is dedicated to providing a free, appropriate public education to 
all children with disabilities (ages 3-21) who live in Pearland ISD.  
The Special Programs is committed to providing support, services and accommodations to 
students in the least restrictive environment. This mission is accomplished through the 
collaboration of parent, school personnel and community members. 

Mission Statement 

The Pearland ISD Special Programs believes: 

  That each student is valuable. 
 That through collaborative relationships with families, we build positive outcomes for 

students. 
 That by providing support and resources, district staff are equipped to serve all students. 

Eligibility for Special Education Services  

For a student to meet criteria for special education services, he or she must meet one of the 
following eligibilities set by the state: 

1. Auditory Impairment  
2. Autism   
3. Deaf-Blindness   
4. Emotional Disturbance  
5. Intellectual Disability  
6. Multiple Disabilities  
7. Noncategorical Early Childhood   
8. Orthopedic Impairment  
9. Other Health Impairment  
10. Specific Learning Disability 
11. Speech or Language Impairment   
12. Traumatic Brain Injury   
13. Visual Impairment   

Special Program Descriptions  

In-Class Support  
In-class support is offered in designated academic areas. In-class support consists of a special 
education paraprofessional working within the general education classroom to support special 
education students. In-class support personnel may assist with accommodations and with the 
reteaching of concepts. Students serviced under in-class support model typically are able to 
successfully participate in the general education curriculum at grade level without modification 
to the TEKS. Most often, students who receive services in this model have demonstrated some 
competencies in self-help skills, organizational skills, and study skills. In-class support provides 
the monitoring and implementation of accommodations that these students need to be 
successful, while allowing them to benefit from participation in the general education curriculum.  
 
Inclusion Classes  



Inclusion support is offered in designated academic areas. Inclusion support consists of a 
special education teacher and/or paraprofessional consulting with the general education teacher 
to assist in the implementation of individual educational plans and/or modifications within the 
general education classroom. Based on the needs of the student, this support may be indirect, 
through consultation with the general education teacher, and/or direct, with the teacher or 
paraprofessional working directly with the student in the classroom.  
 
LIFE Skills Classes  
LIFE Skills classes serve the needs of mildly to severely developmentally delayed students. 
Students who are serviced in LIFE Skills classes typically have delays in social skills, 
communication skills, academic skills, independent functioning skills, and/or self-help skills. 
Student to staff ratios in these classes are generally small and relate directly to the needs of the 
individual students.  
 
Behavior Support Intervention (B.S.I.) CLASS  
In a Behavior Support Intervention (B.S.I.) class, students with disabilities may receive 
instruction on a full-day or part-day basis from special education teacher(s) and related service 
personnel. Integration from the self-contained class into regular aspects of the school curriculum 
is made available and achieved in accordance with individual student strengths or needs and as 
specified in the IEP.  
The B.S.I. class is initially a more restrictive learning environment for students with serious 
emotional or behavior disorders that manifest in:  

 violent and disruptive behavior  

 harming self or others  

 the display of such behavior over a long period of time.  
 
The typical positive behavior interventions used in less restrictive environments have not been 
effective with students placed by ARD/IEP committees in the B.S.I. Class. Therefore, each 
student in the program has a specially designed Behavior Intervention Plan (BIP) which has 
been constructed with input from psychological services staff.  
 
Preschool Programs for Children with Disabilities (PPCD) Classes  
Preschool Programs for Students with Disabilities (PPCD) classes serve the needs of mildly to 
severely developmentally-delayed preschool students who are ages 3, 4, and those who turn 5 
during the school year.  PPCD classes are offered for a half-day (unless ARD committee 
determines otherwise), which is commensurate with non-disabled peers. 
PPCD classes are designed to help students develop communication, social, pre-academic, 
self-help and fine/gross motor skills.  Student-to-staff ratios in these classes are generally small 
and relate directly to the needs of the students. 
 
Resource Classes  
Resource is a pullout service delivery model offered in the student’s area of disability. Students 
placed in resource classes are working on specific individualized educational goals and 
objectives developed by the admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee. Most often, 
students in these classes are unable to successfully participate in general education curriculum 
at grade level due to severe learning difficulties. Resource classes allow these students to 
progress through the curriculum at their own level and pace. 
 
Dyslexia Program  
Dyslexia classes are offered for student’s identified with dyslexia, either through special 
education or through Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Instruction at the elementary 



and middle school levels is done in a pullout fashion. The dyslexia instructional program utilizes 
individualized, intensive, multisensory methods that contain reading, writing, and spelling 
components.  
Initial Evaluation Procedures: If a student still needs assistance after remedial strategies, the 
RtI Committee may refer the student for a 504/dyslexia evaluation. Parents, students, teachers, 
counselors and administrators may make referrals. 
 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973  
Policy Notice:  
Anyone may refer a child for evaluation. However, the school district must also suspect that the 
child is in need of services (OCR Memorandum, April 29, 1993) to conduct a Section 504 
evaluation. In Pearland ISD, each campus has an RtI team which will meet and discuss the 
concerns. The RtI committee is comprised of regular education teachers, an administrator, 
counselors, and specialists as needed. The committee will review information about the student 
(teacher observations, grades, attendance, STAAR scores, discipline records, medical reports, 
etc.) and may make recommendations for intervention in the classroom. Depending on the 
outcome of these interventions, the committee may recommend continuation of these 
interventions or further evaluation under Section 504 or Special Education. Students who are 
determined to be eligible to receive protection under Section 504 may receive accommodations 
that are necessary on a frequent and consistent basis in order to receive a free and appropriate 
education. Your permission is required prior to an initial referral to Section 504 and prior to initial 
placement under Section 504. 
The definition of an individual with a disability is a person who:  

 Has a mental or physical impairment which substantially limits one or more life activity  

 Has a record of such an impairment 

 Is regarded as having such an impairment 
An impairment as used under Section 504 may include any disability, long-term illness, or 
disorder that “substantially” reduces or lessens a student’s ability to access learning in the 
educational setting because of a learning, behavior or health-related condition. There is no list 
of eligible or ineligible disabilities. However, examples include: ADHD, dyslexia, cancer, 
diabetes, severe allergies, chronic asthma, Tourette’s syndrome, digestive disorders, 
depression, HIV/AIDS and behavior disorders. Temporary disorders (duration of less than six 
months) are not considered disabilities under Section 504. 
 
Parental Rights: 
Parents or legal guardian, have the right to:  
1. Receive notice regarding the identification, evaluation, and/or placement of the child;  
2. Examine relevant records pertaining to the child;  
3. File a complaint with the school district Section 504 Coordinator;  
4. Request an impartial hearing with respect to the district’s actions regarding the identification, 
evaluation, or placement of the child;  
5. File a complaint with the appropriate regional Office for Civil Rights. 
 
Individual Education Plan (IEP): Through the IEP we promote student growth and 
development by collaborating with community agencies, families, and general education. 
(Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA))  

Review: The Special Educational Needs policy will be reviewed annually at staff 
development. 
 
 


