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Accordion Integration into Your Ensemble or Classroom 

Published Description 

A half-century after the golden age of the accordion, the instrument has made a tremendous resurgence 

in popular, folk, classical, and sacred music.  Meixner and Berlin will share strategies for using the 

accordion in the Elementary general music classroom, as well as Middle and High School Ensembles, 

which may be of particular interest to smaller programs with instrumentation challenges.   

Clinic Details 

1. Demonstration (brief) 

2. State of the instrument 

a. Accordions are everywhere 

b. A solo instrument that plays well with others 

c. Brief history of the instrument  

3. Demystifying the piano accordion – A manually-driven multiphonic wind/reed instrument. 

a. Reeds and Bellows 

b. Treble and Bass Keyboards 

c. Register Switches 

d. Classification 

i. Bass buttons 

ii. Treble reed sets 

4. Elementary  and Middle School – the homogenous instrumental ensemble 

a. Reasoning 

b. Instrument type recommendation 

c. Instructional strategies for general music 

d. Case study – Carleston Elementary 

5. Middle and High School – the mixed/blended instrumental ensemble 

a. Reasoning 

b. Instrument type recommendation 

c. Strategies for mixed ensemble integration 

d. Covering missing instrumentation.  One accordion can easily cover multiple parts. 

e. Case study – Bay Area Christian School 

6. Basics of Musical Expression 

a. Wear and Positioning 

b. Think “organ” rather than “piano” 

c. Bellows control (similar to bowing a stringed instrument) 

d. Phrasing 

e. Dynamics 



f. Articulation 

7. Contests 

a. Solo & Small Ensemble; PML, National Federation of Music Clubs 

b. Large ensembles, Substitution / Inclusion rules (UIL, TAPPS, ATSSB, etc.) 

8. Composing and arranging with the accordion in mind plus a call for compositions (brief) 

9. Questions 

Clinician Bio 

Band leader Alex Meixner is a Grammy-nominated recording and international touring accordionist who 

has been performing on stage since the age of 6.  He earned degrees in music education and trumpet 

performance from Ithaca College and Penn State University.  

Brian Berlin teaches general music in Pearland, TX, utilizing the piano accordion as a regular part of 

instruction for all 2nd-4th graders. 


