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Thank you Mr. Goodin, Mr. Barry and Dr. Kelley for inviting me to speak here today.  It’s an honor and pleasure to be 

able to share a few thoughts with this fine group.  For those of you I haven’t yet met, my name is Brian Berlin and I teach 

music at Carleston Elementary School. 

As an inaugural PISD Education Foundation grant recipient, I would be remiss if I didn’t begin by thanking you on behalf 

of my students for your generous financial support.  Thank you… two hundred and six thousand times, THANK YOU! 

I applied for the grant unsure if my unique vision for music education was something that would resonate with others.  I 

say unique because mine is the only public elementary school music classroom in America doing what I’m doing.  When 

the “Prize Patrol” delivered the giant, oversized check, I felt reassured… reassured that this district is a place where it is 

safe to take educational risks and try new things. 

I’d like to share a quote with you: 

The theory of relativity occurred to me by intuition 

and music is the driving force behind this intuition. 

My parents had me study the violin from the time I was six. 

My new discovery is the result of musical perception. 

These, of course, are the words of Albert Einstein.   An August 2005 Business Week (BW) article titled “Get Creative!”, 

stated:  

"The game is changing... It isn't just about math and science anymore. It's about creativity, imagination, and, 

above all, innovation." 

Daniel Levitin, in his book This is Your Brain on Music, explains: 

“Musical activity involves nearly every region of the brain that we know about, and nearly every neural 

subsystem.” 

Dr. Sylvain Moreno from the Rotman Research Institute adds: 

“Our data have confirmed a rapid transfer of cognitive benefits in young children after only 20 days of music 

training.  The strength of this effect in almost all of the children was remarkable.” 

My point is this, music makes our students smarter.  Thank you all so much for supporting music education. 

We’ve all heard the buzz about STEM teaching.   Science Technology Engineering and Math.  I think STEM-focused 

learning is a great idea.  In addition to music, I am also certified to teach Mathematics and Science.   And before I was a 

teacher, I was a university web applications developer.  But I like the idea of one step farther.  The arts must always have 

a place in education.  Instead of S-T-E-M, let’s also add an “A” for Arts, S-T-E-A-M…  steam. 

"The game is changing... It isn't just about math and science anymore.  

It's about creativity, imagination, and, above all, innovation." (BW) 

  



 About my project 

When I decided to become a teacher, I sought a way to most effectively give each of my students an understanding of 

how music works and an authentic way to express themselves musically.   Those of us who were fortunate enough to 

take piano lessons growing up know that knowledge of the piano keyboard is a tremendous help to students learning 

music theory.    Having a classroom full of pianos or keyboards was impractical.  So I chose to do something completely 

different.  My students learn to play the accordion. 

Using accordions in the elementary music classroom allows students to learn together, play together, and perform 

together.  It fosters personal musical growth that will follow them throughout their academic years. Unlike piano and 

keyboard labs, ensemble training with the piano accordion offers performance opportunities like choir and band 

programs or (even better) WITH choir and band programs! 

My 2014 PISD Education Foundation grant paid for additional student accordions, bringing the total number of student 

accordions in my class to 29!  Now, every student in my class has an instrument every time! 

 Positive outcomes and student impact 

Carleston elementary is the only public elementary school using accordions as a regular part of music instruction.  It is a 

point of light for our campus… that THING that Carleston does.  The support from the community has been 

overwhelming.  I have had music teachers from all over the globe talk to me about our program.   

The students absolutely love it.  They get to play real music… on REAL instruments.  When rock and roll music first rolled 

on the scene, the accordion was pushed aside as a SQUARE instrument.  But THESE kids… they’ve never heard of 

Lawrence Welk, Myron Floren, or Frankie Yankovic. They think it’s just about the coolest instrument there is. (And 

they’re right!) 

 Critical need for grant program and continued support 

As for the future… there will come a time soon when some of the older accordions will need to be retired.  We have 

several from the 1960s.   I hope to eventually add six more modern-era accordions for the students to use.  We will then 

have a full set of first-rate instruments. 

I’m also encouraged to see many of my elementary and middle school music colleagues trying new things such as 

ukulele bands and drum circles.  Did you realize that four out of the thirteen innovative teaching grants awarded last 

year went to music teachers?  That’s nearly 1/3! 

I am so thankful to each of you for your gifts to endow the Foundation. I ask you to please consider your continued 

support and regular, ongoing contributions to the foundation.  Even if music and arts aren’t your “thing”, give to 

support your favorite subjects and encourage your children’s teachers to innovate and apply for grant funding for their 

ideas. 

 

  



My Thoughts as a Donor 

I’m going to change hats now and speak for just a few moments longer as a fellow Founding Donor. 

We all have our reasons for giving.  Mine is simply this:  I want to make the world a better place. 

 Personal philosophy on making the world a better place 

I TEACH… because I want to make the world a better place. 

As a music teacher, it is my privilege to teach and be a positive influence to the 815 students that march in and out of 

my classroom each week.  We study music, of course, but that’s certainly not all.  We touch on just about every subject 

there is from Astrophysics to Zoology. It’s a wonderful way to make a large positive impact on the world.    

As a Founding Donor, I’ll also be proud to boast that I’ll have had a hand in the education of TENS of THOUSANDS or 

more as the years progress.   Likewise, I’m thrilled to share the successes of my classroom with all of you! 

 Wealth and giving. 

It’s very interesting and inspiring to learn about Bill and Melinda Gates giving the vast majority of their Microsoft wealth 

to charity.  While I don’t consider myself to be a wealthy man, data from the internet suggests that as a Pearland school 

teacher, my modest earnings place me in the wealthiest 1% of people on Earth by income.  That means 99% of the 

world’s population is poorer than me.   I may not be able to give millions, but I can give something! 

As a teacher, I once again want to thank you all for your generosity.   

As a fellow founding donor, I urge you commit, as I do, to financially support innovative teaching in Pearland through 

regular and systematic giving. 

Thank you. 


