
Civil Rights Movement Vocabulary 

 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 

Made discrimination based on race, religion, or national origin in public places illegal and 

required employers to hire on an equal opportunity basis 

Brown v. Board of Education (1954) 

Supreme Court decision that made segregation illegal in public schools 

Voting Rights Act of 1965 

Ended all poll taxes and literacy tests, which were used to prevent African-Americans from 

voting 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)  

Founded in 1909 to abolish segregation and discrimination, to oppose racism and to gain civil 

rights for people of color 

24th Amendment 

Eliminated poll taxes in federal elections 

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) 

Supreme Court decision that upheld segregation and said that “separate but equal” facilities were 

legal 

15th Amendment 

Gave African-American men the right to vote 

19th Amendment 

Guaranteed women the constitutional right to vote 

13th Amendment 

Abolished slavery 

14th Amendment 

Gave all U.S. citizens equal protection under the law 

 

 

 



Jim Crow Laws 

Southern segregation laws that encouraged discrimination against African-Americans 

Sweatt v. Painter (1950) 

Supreme Court ruling that struck down the “separate but equal” doctrine specifically in regards 

to the University of Texas Law School 

Affirmative Action 

Requires schools and employers to actively recruit minority candidates to correct the inequalities 

created by decades of institutional discrimination 

Black Panthers (Oakland, CA) 

They claimed their right to carry weapons and protect their own neighborhoods from the police 

Black Power 

The idea that African-Americans should control their own communities and patronize their own 

businesses to free themselves of the domination of whites 

Knights of the Invisible Empire (Ku Klux Klan)  

Conservative organization that opposed everything that was not White Anglo-Saxon Protestant 

(WASP) 

The American Indian Movement (AIM) 1968 

Focuses on the sovereignty & improving living conditions of Native Americans in the USA 

The Women’s Liberation Movement 

Focused on the economic rights of women to work outside the home for equal pay as men 

The Chicano Movement 

Focused on the economic & political rights of Mexican Americans 

Civil Rights Movement 

Focused on the human rights recognized and guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution 

 

 

 


