
Pearland Junior High South

ART 
Your first official project is a self-portrait on the cover of your portfolio. You can 
keep all of your work in your portfolio during the semester, and then at the end of 
the semester, you will use it to transport your work home to keep it from getting 
damaged. This portrait is about what you think you look like, not necessarily what 
you see in the mirror. Have fun!

Steps for the Project:
1) Fold the large white paper in half, like a hamburger, then unfold, flip over, and 

crease it the other way. Lay horizontally on the table in front of you.
2) Measure from the top left corner in 4 inches and put a small mark. Do the 

same with the other three corners.
3) With a ruler, draw a line connecting the marks on the left, then another 

connecting the marks on the right.
4) Flip your paper over and fold on each of those lines toward the center. You 

should now have what looks like a book cover.
5) Measure 4 inches up from each bottom corner and make a mark.
6) Use a ruler to connect those two marks with a line.
7) Fold the bottom up on the line you just drew. You should now have a small 

pocket along the bottom, like a folder.
8) Tape the sides of the pocket to keep your work from falling out.
9) With scissors, cut the center of the pocket in half. To make it easier for your 

portfolio to close, widen that cut slightly more at the top and have it taper to 
the bottom.

10) Close your portfolio and turn it vertically, so that the opening is on the right, 
like a book.

11) Working on the front only, fill the space with your face. Make sure you 
attach your head to a neck and shoulders so it’s not floating. :)

12) Surround your head with all sorts of things you’re into—things you like to do, 
foods you like to eat, stuff you’re good at, etc. See the questions below if 
you’re drawing a blank.

4) Add color using the crayons provided.
5) Write your name and period in the upper right corner.

Grading Criteria:
- Portfolio is assembled according to specifications
- Filled space with face, surrounded by things of interest, on front only
- Put name and period in top right corner
- Added color with the crayons provided

Helpful Questions:
What is your favorite food?
What is your favorite color?
Is there a brand of clothing or shoes that you like to wear?
What sports do you play?
What electives do you participate in? Band? Choir? Art? Spanish?
What’s your favorite television show or movie?
Do you have a favorite band or singer?
What is something that you are known for?
What’s your favorite candy?
What’s something you are especially good at?
Where are your ancestors from? Where were you born?
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