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When someone thinks of an idea, it is symbolized as a lightbulb over their 
head. Wouldn’t it be fun to be able to see what they thought of inside the 
lightbulb? This project is going to let us do just that.

Steps for the Project:
1) Draw out some rough concepts for your piece on sketch paper, including 

a brilliant thought or idea inside the lightbulb. Simplify that idea into a single 
scene or object that you will be able to draw later in detail.

2) On the gray paper provided, write your name and period on the back in the 
upper right corner.

3) Using compressed charcoal and white chalk on the gray paper, recreate 
the values you see in and around the lightbulb given to you for your still 
life. Be sure to use all of the paper in your composition, but do not let the 
lightbulb you draw touch the edges of the paper. Use the color of the gray 
paper for the midtones, the charcoal for the shadows, and the chalk for 
the highlights. Don’t be afraid to smudge your marks in order to create soft 
values and transitions.

4)	 Once	your	lightbulb	drawing	is	complete,	use	spray	fixative	to	set	the	
powdery	medium	and	keep	it	from	coming	off	onto	other	surfaces.	

5)	 Using	an	x-acto	knife	and	cutting	mat,	cut	around	the	lightbulb,	 
but do not cut it out completely. Leave an area at the top at least one 
inch	in	length	that	is	uncut.	This	creates	a	flap	that	you’ll	be	able	to	open	in	
order to see your idea inside.

6) Place a separate sheet of white paper behind the gray paper and align the 
edges.	Open	the	flap	and	roughly	trace	the	shape	of	the	lightbulb	opening	
so you’ll know the space you have to work with when you draw your idea. 
Flip the white paper over and write your name and period in the top right 
corner. Set the gray paper aside for now.

7) On the white paper, draw out the idea from your sketches, keeping in mind 
the	area	that	will	be	seen	through	the	flap	window.

8) Add colored pencil to your idea drawing, making it appear as realistic as 
possible.

9) Using spray adhesive and the technique demonstrated in class, glue the 
white paper to the back of the gray paper so that your color idea shows 
through	the	gray	paper	window	when	the	flap	is	raised.	Make	sure	your	
name and period are written in the top right corner of the back of your 
project.

Grading Criteria:
-	Balanced	composition,	on	gray	paper	and	within	the	lightbulb	idea
-	Chalk	and	charcoal	are	only	used	for	shadows	and	highlights,	with	the	

midtones left as the gray paper.
-	Smooth	blending	and	transitions	when	creating	values	using	charcoal/chalk	

and colored pencil
-	Successful	window	flap	that	can	be	lifted	to	view	a	creative	idea	underneath
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