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Academic Honesty Policy 

Massey Ranch Vision Statement:  
Massey Ranch Elementary shall be an internationally minded environment where 
students, teachers, staff, parents, and community collaboratively develop respectful, 
productive, lifelong learners.  
 
Massey Ranch Mission Statement:  
Massey Ranch Elementary shall provide a diverse learning community that provides 
a safe, supportive, and challenging environment for all learners to promote 
academic, social, and personal growth. 
 
Massey Ranch Student Pledge:  
Mavericks have integrity – we work diligently and independently. Our work is our own 
and we give our best every day.  
 
School Academic Honesty Philosophy:  
The International Baccalaureate Organization takes a strong stand on academic honesty. 
According to IB, academic honesty must be seen as a set of values and skills that promote 
personal integrity and good practice in teaching, learning and assessment. Students at 
Massey Ranch Elementary are expected to strive to develop attributes of the IB Learner 
Profile. Therefore, the IB Learner Profile is the cornerstone of the school’s Academic 
Honesty Policy.  
We encourage students to be:  
 
Inquirers who acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research.  
 
Knowledgeable by using use their own words and thoughts to demonstrate their understanding and 
learning.  
 
Thinkers by reasoning for themselves and are honest in the work they complete.  
 
Communicators by effectively conveying oral and written information, citing accurate sources.  
 
Principled by acting with integrity and honesty, taking responsibility for their own actions  
 
Open-minded by being accustomed to seeking and accepting a range of points of view  
 
Caring by never willingly claiming credit for answers, information or knowledge that was not their own  
Risk-takers who are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs  
 
Balanced by valuing the need for attaining knowledge to enhance their academic skills and abilities  
 
Reflective by constantly weighing their choices and actions based on whether they are keeping with 
academic honesty and the IB tradition  
 

Forms and Definitions of Academic Dishonesty:  
Cheating is defined as using others work as your own with or without permission from an 
unauthorized person. For example: a classmate is an unauthorized person.  



 
Plagiarism is cheating and occurs/happens when you present another person’s words or 
ideas as your own without giving the originator credit for the information. Some common 
examples of plagiarism are copying information from a source without using quotation 
marks or giving credit to that other source and without including a bibliography. All 
information in academic assignments that are not common knowledge must be cited and 
documented.  
 
General Guidelines:  
Teachers are expected to work with students to develop an understanding about cheating 
and plagiarism from the beginning of their attendance at Massey Ranch Elementary. 
Teachers will guide students on proper ways to use work and ideas of others and 
encourage students to use their own words to share their information.  
Teachers will support the academic honesty policy and take action with students as needed.  
Students are expected to ensure all work submitted is authentic, with the work and ideas of 
others fully and correctly acknowledged.  
Students are responsible for their own actions and the consequences that accompany 
them.  
Benefits 
Your teachers will know that you are an honest, responsible and principled student.  

People who read or listen to your work will know how much reading and research you have 
done to become knowledgeable.  
People will know where to find out more information about the topic you have presented.  

The people whose ideas you borrowed will get the recognition they deserve.  

People will know you are a person who has integrity and can be trusted.  
 
Consequences of being academically dishonest:  
The person whose ideas you borrowed will not get the recognition they deserve.  

Your reputation will be of a dishonest and untrustworthy person.  

Your teacher will think you understand more than you really do. 

If your teacher finds out you have used someone else’s ideas without saying so, you may 
get a lower grade for your assignment or you may be asked to do the assignment again.  
 
Communication of Policy:  
Teachers will share academic honesty policy with parents during the school year.  
The policy will be available on the school’s website.  

Review:  
The academic honesty policy will be reviewed annually at staff development.  
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