
Apply it! 
Directions: Read the poems below from Common Lit, then label 

the poetic structures: 

1. Number the lines 

2. Place brackets around the stanzas and number the stanzas 

3.  Circle the rhyming words 

 

THERE'S A WORM 

by JonArno Lawson 

2008 
4th Grade 

FONT SIZEAAAA 

JonArno Lawson is a writer of books for both children and adults. In this poem, a speaker describes finding a 

worm in their apple. 

  

"Apple" by Clemens v. Vogelsang is licensed under CC BY 2.0. 

There’s a worm 

in the apple of my eye.1 

I saw its head emerge 

and then retreat. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/vauvau/4358621175/


 

That monster with 

its hundred shifting feet 

begins the rot, 

and soon the rot’s complete. 

 

My love, when comes the inborn2 urge to eat, 

never eat yourself up from within: 

eventually you’ll 

eat right through your skin. 

 

Be patient with yourself, 

begin again. 

From Black Stars in a White Night Sky by JonArno Lawson. Copyright © 2008 by JonArno Lawson. Published by WordSong, an 

imprint of Boyds Mills Press. Used by permission. 

Notes 

 

 

MOUNTAINS 

by Rukiye Henderson 

2012 
4th Grade 

FONT SIZEAAAA 

In this poem, a speaker describes snow-covered mountains. 



 

"snow mountain" by Amanshu Raikwar is licensed under CC0. 

Tall and bold like a castle, 

Looming1 in the dark. 

They rise to a towering height. 

As everything beneath, cowers2 in fright.  

Covered in a blanket of silvery mist, 

 

You feel as though kissed, 

By the cold bitter wind as it rushes past. 

The snow peaked tops are like pure, pristine3 crystals, timeless,4 

in all their beauty.  

 

You can smell, feel, taste, and hear all the earth around you. 

The sound of birds chirping like music boxes, 

The taste of juicy berries bursting with flavor, 

The smell of fresh pine air, 

And the feeling of pine needles, which, I declare 

Feel great on your sore, blistered5 feet.  

“Mountains” by Rukiye Henderson, copyright 2012 by Rukiye Henderson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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