
 

 

 

COLLEGE BOARD EXAMPLES ARE UNDERLINED   FOR ABBREVIATION MEANINGS: REFERENCE OFFICIAL KEY CONCEPTS  “REMEMBER YOUR SPICE” 

Key Concept (Abbreviated) Examples from Chapter Margin Review Question (Strayer) 
2.3 Emergence of Transregional Networks of Communication and 

Exchange 
I. Land and water rts. became the basis for trans-regional trade, 

comm. and exch. networks in the E. Hemisphere, while somewhat 
later separate networks connected the ppl. and soc. of the 
Americas.    

A. Eurasian Silk Roads  
B. Trans-Saharan caravan routes  
C. Indian Ocean sea lanes 
D. Mediterranean sea lanes 

Silk Roads 
Sand Roads 
Indian Ocean trading network 
American web 
Third-wave civilizations 
 

Why did the Eastern Hemisphere develop long-distance 
trade more extensively than did the societies of the 
Western Hemisphere? 
 
In what ways did networks of interaction in the Western 
Hemisphere differ from those in the Eastern Hemisphere? 

II. New tech. facilitated long-distance comm. and exch. 
A. New tech. permitted the use of domesticated pack animals to 
transport goods across longer routes.  
B. Innovations in maritime tech. as well as advanced knowledge of the 
monsoon winds stimulated exchanges along maritime routes from East 
Africa to East Asia. 

Camel  
Monsoons 
Dhow 
Lateen sail  
 

 
 

III. Alongside the trade in goods, exchanges of people, technology, 
religious and cultural beliefs, food crops, domesticated animals and 
disease pathogens developed across far-flung networks of 
communication and exchange. 
A. The spread of crops, including rice and cotton from South Asia to 
the Middle East, encouraged changes in farming and irrigation tech. 
(such as the qanat system, a variety of water wheels (noria, sakia), 
improved wells and pumps)  
B. The spread of disease pathogens diminished urban pop. and cont. 
to the decline of some empires (such as Rome/China)  
C. Religious and C. trad. were transformed as they spread including 
Chinese culture, Christianity, Hinduism and Buddhism. 

 

Black Death 
Bubonic plague  
Borobudur                      Jie people 
 
 

What were the major economic, social, and cultural 
consequences of Silk Road commerce?  
 
What accounted for the spread of Buddhism along the Silk 
Roads? 
 
What was the impact of disease along the Silk Roads? 
 

3.1 Expansion and Intensification of Communication and Exchange 
Networks 
I. Improved transportation technologies and commercial practices led 
to an increased volume of trade, and expanded the geographical 
range of existing and newly-active trade networks 
A. Existing trade routes including the Silk Roads, the Med. Sea, the 

trans-Saharan and the Indian Ocean basins flourished and promoted 

American web 
Ghana/Mali/Songhai Empires 
Great Zimbabwe  
Oasis cities of Central Asia 
 
 
 

What lay behind the emergence of Silk Road commerce, 
and what kept it going for so many centuries? 
 
What made silk such a highly desired commodity across 
Eurasia? 
 
Why did the Eastern Hemisphere develop long-distance 
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the growth of powerful new trading cities. (Novgorod, Timbuktu, 
the Swahili city-states, Hangzhou, Calicut, Baghdad, Melaka, Venice, 
and, in the Americas, Tenochtitlan or Cahokia) 

B. Communication and exchange networks developed in the Americas. 
(such as Mississippi River Valley, Mesoamerica, and the Andes) 

C. The growth of inter-regional trade in luxury goods (such as silk and 
cotton textiles, porcelain, spices, precious metals and gems, slaves 
or exotic animals) was encouraged by significant innovations in 
previously-existing transportation and commercial technologies, 
including the caravanserai, use of the compass, astrolabe, and larger 
ship designs in sea travel, and new forms of credit and 
monetization. (such as bills of exchange, credit, checks or banking 
houses) 

D. Commercial growth was also facilitated by state practices (such as 
the minting of coins or use of paper money), including the Inca road 
system, trading organizations, including the Hanseatic League, and 
state-sponsored commercial infrastructures including the Grand 
Canal in China. 

E. The expansion of existing empires—including China, the Byzantine 
Empire, and the Caliphates—as well as new empires—like the 
Mongols—facilitated trans-Eurasian trade and communication as 
new peoples were drawn into their conquerors’ economies and 
trade networks. 

 
 

 trade more extensively than did the societies of the 
Western Hemisphere? 

II. The movement of peoples caused environmental and linguistic 
effects.  
A. The expansion and intensification of long-distance trade routes 
often depended on peoples’ understanding of a particular regional 
environment and their subsequent technological adaptations to them. 
(such as the way Scandinavian Vikings used their longboats to travel in 
coastal and open water as well as rivers and estuaries, the Arabs and 
Berbers adapted camels to travel across and around the Sahara, or 
central Asian pastoral groups used horses to travel in the steppes)  
B. Some migrations had significant environmental impact, including the 
migration of the agricultural Bantu-speaking peoples who facilitated 
transmission of iron technologies in Sub-Saharan Africa, and the 
maritime migrations of the Polynesian peoples who cultivated 
transplanted foods and domesticated animals as they moved to new 
islands.  
C. Some migrations and commercial contacts led to the diffusion of 
languages throughout a new region or the emergence of new 
languages. (such as the spread of Bantu languages, including Swahili, or 
the spread of Turkic and Arabic languages) 

 In what ways was Afro-Eurasia a single interacting zone, 
and in what respects was it a vast region of separate 
cultures and civilizations? 
 
In what ways did commercial exchange foster other 
changes? 
 
 



III. Cross-cultural exchanges were fostered by the intensification of 
existing or the creation of new networks of trade & communication.  
A. Islam developed in the Arabian peninsula from the interactions 
among Jews, Christians, and Zoroastrians with the local peoples and 
expanded to many parts of Afro-Eurasia due to military expansion and 
the activities of merchants and missionaries.  
B. In key places along important trade routes, merchants set up 
diaspora communities where they introduced their own cultural 
traditions into the indigenous culture. (such as Muslim merchant 
communities in the Indian Ocean region, Chinese merchant 
communities in Southeast Asia, Sogdian merchant communities 
throughout Central Asia or Jewish communities in the Mediterranean, 
Indian Ocean basin, or along the Silk Roads)  
C. The writings of certain inter-regional travelers (such as Ibn Battuta, 
Marco Polo or Xuangzang) illustrate both the extent and the limitations 
of inter-cultural knowledge and understanding. 
D. Increased cross-cultural interactions resulted in the diffusion of 
literary, artistic, and cultural traditions, (such as the influence of Neo-
Confucianism and Buddhism in East Asia, Hinduism and Buddhism in 
Southeast Asia, the influence of Islam in sub-Saharan Africa and 
Southeast Asia or the influence of Toltec/Mexica and Inca traditions in 
Meso- and Andean America) as well as scientific and technological 
traditions (such as the influence of Greek and Indian mathematics on 
Muslim scholars, the return of Greek science and philosophy to 
western Europe via Muslim al-Andalus in Iberia, or the spread of 
printing and gunpowder technologies from East Asia into the Islamic 
empires and into Western Europe) 

Ibn Battuta 
Marco Polo 
Srivjaya 
Borobudur 
Saliendras 
Malaysians 
 
 

What is the relationship between the rise of Srivijaya and 
the world of Indian Ocean commerce? 
 
What was the role of Swahili civilization in the world of 
Indian Ocean commerce?  
 
What changes did trans-Saharan trade bring to West 
Africa? 

IV. There was continued diffusion of crops and pathogens, including 
epidemic diseases like the bubonic plague, throughout the Eastern 
Hemisphere along the trade routes. (such as bananas in Africa, new 
rice varieties in East Asia, or the spread of cotton, sugar and citrus 
throughout Dar-al Islam and the Mediterranean basin) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 TL;DR (FROM FREEMAN-PEDIA.COM) 

 

PEOPLE TO KNOW 

 

PRIMARY SOURCES TO KNOW 

1. EDICT on BUDDHISM, c. 845, Emperor Wuzong, 
(CHINA) 

2. CHARTER of FEALTY, 1110, Monk John (FRANCE) 
3. 1,001 ARABIAN NIGHTS, c. 1200, (ARABIA) 
4. EPIC of SUNDIATA, c. 1300 (MALI) 
5. TRAVELS in AFRICA & ASIA, 1354, Ibn Battuta 

(MOROCCO) 

 

 Eastern v. Western Hemispheres 

 “Sea Roads” v. “Sand roads” 

  

COMPARISONS TO REMEMBER 

 1. OVER HALF OF THIS ERA IS TRADE.  OLD 

TRADE ROUTES EXPANDED AND NEW 

ONES EMERGED (AND ALL THE LOVELY 

THINGS THAT COME WITH IT; DISEASE, 

RELIGIONS, CROPS, PEOPLE). 

2. FORGET CLASSICAL PEOPLES, THIS ERA 

IS DOMINATED BY TWO NEW GROUPS 

MUSLIMS & MONGOLS.  

3. REMEMBER THE ASHES OF THE 

CLASSICAL PEOPLES; FEUDAL EUROPE, 

BYZANTINES, & RENAISSANCE CHINA. 

4. SPECIFIC PEOPLE MOVEMENTS ARE 

STRESSED HERE (MIGRATIONS, 

LANGUAGES, PEOPLES) 

5. QUICK LOOK AT THE LITTLE GUY: 

LABOR, FARMING, URBAN LIFE 

  

http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ps/cup/emperor_wuzong_suppress_buddhism.pdf
http://historymuse.net/readings/feudaldocuments.html
http://freeman-pedia.wikispaces.com/file/view/The%20Tale%20of%20the%20Three%20Apples%20FREEMANPEDIA.pdf/466648270/The%20Tale%20of%20the%20Three%20Apples%20FREEMANPEDIA.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epic_of_Sundiata
http://www.indiana.edu/~dmdhist/ibnbattuta.htm

