
Unit One
Non-Fiction with

Connections &

Text Structure



Activity #1 = Making Connections
• When you are reading any text, you should try to make connections to it. When 
you make connections, it will make the story easier to understand and to visualize.

Text to Text This picture reminds me of the movie “Field of Dreams”. In 
this movie, deceased baseball players come back to play on 
a field a farmer made in his cornfield.

Text to Self This baseball photo reminds me when my parents would 
take me to see the St. Louis Cardinals play.  That stadium 
came alive with the spectators doing the wave, and I would 
always hurt my back because I forgot the seat flipped up 
when I stood for the wave.

Text to World The World Series is scheduled to begin October 26th this 
year.

Example of my 3 types of connections to this picture

Text to Text = connect what you are reading to another book, movie, play, TV show 

Text to Self = connect what you are reading to something in your life

Text to World = connect what you are reading to something past or present in the world



Activity #1 = Making Connections
• When you are reading any text, you should try to make connections to it. When you make 
connections, it will make the story easier to understand and to visualize.

YOUR TURN:
3 types of connections to this picture (type in the chart in complete sentences)

Text to Text

Text to Self

Text to World

Text to Text = connect what you are reading to another book, movie, play, TV show 

Text to Self = connect what you are reading to something in your life

Text to World = connect what you are reading to something past or present in the world



Description = text describes the characteristics of something
EX: A story about a sloth that details how it uses its smell for protection, 

what its fur feels like, what they eat, and where they live.

Activity #2 = Story Structure 
Non-fiction stories have 5 ways the author can organize the information:

Cause & Effect = text explains events and the result of these events
EX: A story about a kid walking home while it was storming. Halfway back the sun came

out, a huge rainbow formed, and the kids played and jumped in puddles.

Sequential (Chronological) = text describes sequence of events / lists steps
EX: A story about the butterfly’s lifecycle.  It starts as a caterpillar, then forms a cocoon, then changes 

into a butterfly.

Compare & Contrast = text discusses similarities and differences between two or more items
EX: A story about crocodiles and alligators highlighting all their similarities and differences.

Problem & Solution = text describes a problem and how it is solved
EX: A story about how a group of kids hated seeing trash littered at their favorite park. 

They made their park beautiful again by picking it up and forming a club to keep it clean.



Activity #2 = Story Structure Non-fiction stories have 5 ways the author can organize the information:

NOW  YOU  TRY !!
Watch the clips and type your answer to the corresponding question:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FVArB2cnB4Y What is the problem & solution in the video?

4.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oS9fp8NjcTE What is one similarity and one difference in the video?

1.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kVm5k99PnBk List 3 steps, in order, from the video.

2.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LqCn6NfuSmg What effect did the storms cause?

3.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1XEtsSuCUE8 What is the most interesting fact that describes sloths?

5.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FVArB2cnB4Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oS9fp8NjcTE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kVm5k99PnBk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LqCn6NfuSmg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1XEtsSuCUE8


Directions: 
1. Click the link and read the story: https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/michael-jordan-a-profile-in-failure
2. Apply your new knowledge and use the story to complete the 2 charts. 

Activity #3 = story application

Text to Text =

Text to Self =

Text to World =

How did the author organize the structure of the text?

https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/michael-jordan-a-profile-in-failure


Activity #4 = Response
Directions: Write to respond to the prompt in chart below, use the story as a reference, pick a clear structure.  Stay within the space provided. 

PROMPT:  Explain "Why people succeed?"


